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Giovanni Grasselli 1s a Professor and the NSERC/Energi Simulation Industrial Research
Chair in Fundamental Petroleum Rock Physics and Rock Mechanics at the University of Toronto.
Dr. Grasselli holds an undergraduate degree in Civil Engineering (1995) from the University ot
Parma, Italy, and a PhD 1n Rock Mechanics (2001) from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technolo-
oy (EPFL), Lausanne, Switzerland. Before joining the University of Toronto as a faculty in 2006,
he has been research fellow at the Imperial College London (UK), Sandia National Laboratories
(USA) and has served as associate director at Laurentian University’s Mirarco (Canada). He re-
ceived the prestigious 2004 ISRM Rocha Medal, the 2019 CGS’ John A. Franklin Award in Rock
Mechanics, and supervised two Rocha Medal winners (2015 and 2017). His research focuses on
hybrid finite-discrete element (FDEM) numerical technology, experimental visualization tech-

niques, and geomechanics principles applied to the study of tunnelling and hydraulic fracturing
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